CHAPTER X

THE GREAT MISSIONARY AND THE PRINCIPLE OF ACTION

The mission department was organized by Keshav
Chandra after the secession from the Adi Samaj at
Jorasanko, but the idea originated with Vijaykrishna. Of
the seven missionaries of the time Vijaykrishna was
undoubtedly the greatest and most enthusiastic.

In telling the story of Vijaykrishna's missionary
activities, we cannot do better than bring together what
Sivanath Sastri has remarked about him in various places
in History of the Brahmo Samaj. "Largely as the result
of the exertions of this first band of missionaries, fifty-four
samajes had sprung up in various parts of the country
before this time and most of them received repeated visits
from the itinerant preachers. Bijoy Krishna Goswami had
visited Eastern Bengal as early as 1863, and had caused
considerable stir by his fervid utterances. He was followed
by Aghore Nath Gupta, who joined the Brahmo school of
Dacca and became the centre of a body of earnest workers.
Accompanied by Bijoy Krishna Goswami and Aghore Nath
Gupta, Mr. Sen visited Faridpore, Dacca and Mymensingh
and other places in Eastern Bengal towards the end of
1865. ...... Mr. Sen shortly returned to Calcutta,

leaving Bijoy Krishna in the field to consolidate the work
he had commenced, who in his turn carried the fire far
and wide. ..... The year 1867 opened with a trumpet

call in the Indian Mirror headed "Brahmos, Arise" and
an earnest appeal for renewed zeal in carrying the banner
of the new faith far and wide. The appeal was soon
followed by the commencement of extensive mission
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